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CHIEF, METROPOLITAN POLICE DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE OF EMERGENCY AND PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

The Chief of the Metropolitan Police Department, pursuant to her duties to interpret, 
implement and enforce the Firearms Regulations Control Act of 1975 (Act), effective 
September 24, 1976 (D.C. Law 1-85; D.C. Official Code § 7-2501 et seq.)(2001), the 
Firearms Control Emergency Amendment Act of 2008, effective July 16, 2008 (D.C. Act 
17-422; 55 DCR 008177) and any substantially similar temporary or permanent acts, 
hereby gives notice of the adoption on an emergency basis of an amendment to Chapter 
23 (Guns and Other Weapons) of Title 24 (Public Space and Safety) of the District of 
Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR).  The rulemaking amends subsection 2300.3, 
adds new sections 2320 and 2321 - Procedures and Requirements for Registration of a 
Pistol for the Purpose of Self-Defense Within Applicant’s Home and Qualifications and 
Procedures to Obtain a Firearms Dealer’s License - and adds definitions to section 2399. 

Emergency rulemaking action is necessary to implement the provisions of the Firearms 
Control Emergency Amendment Act of 2008, effective July 16, 2008 (D.C. Act 17-422; 
55 DCR 008177), which will amend the District’s laws after a recent United States 
Supreme Court determination that the Act’s prohibition on the registration of handguns 
violates an individual’s constitutional right to keep and bear arms for self-defense in the 
home.  Emergency rulemaking will immediately set the qualifications and procedures for 
registering such firearms and for obtaining a license to sell such firearms.  Immediate 
action is required to bring the District into compliance with the Supreme Court’s decision 
and mandate. 

This emergency rulemaking was adopted on July 16, 2008, and became effective 
immediately.  The emergency rulemaking will expire on November 13, 2008, or upon 
publication of a Notice of Final Rulemaking in the D.C. Register, whichever occurs first. 

The Chief also gives notice of her intent to take final rulemaking action to adopt the 
proposed rulemaking in not less than thirty (30) days from the date of publication of this 
notice in the D.C. Register. 

Section 2300.3 of Chapter 23 of Title 24 DCMR is amended to read as follows: 

2300.3 This section shall not apply to the discharge of firearms or explosives in a 
performance conducted in or at a regular licensed theater or show, or to a 
discharge of a registered firearm while it is being used to protect against a 
reasonably perceived threat of immediate harm to a person in the 
registrant's home. 

Chapter 23 of Title 24 DCMR is amended to add sections 2320, 2321, and 2322 to 
read as follows: 
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